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Ranger Update

It's been a hugely busy summer this year, certainly helped by the amazing weather we had (although that al-
ready seems a dim and distant memory!). For wildlife, it is also a busy time and | am pleased to say that our
COMMON SEAL pupping passed without incident and many of our seabirds and ground-nesters seem to have
fared better than last year. CORNCRAKE numbers were very definitely up this year with at least 13 reports
coming to me of calling birds - of these, 6 were verified and there was at least one report of a brood of chicks
being seen. Let’s hope they all return next year. Sanday was by far the place to be if you are a Corncrake this
year!

It was certainly a frustrating season for cetacean sightings with fewer ORCA sightings across the whole of Ork-
ney this year. | know some people were lucky up at the north end and also Loth, but sightings were brief and
the animals disappeared as soon as word was out! Likewise, animals have proved elusive at our Shorewatch
site, with just two HARBOUR PORPOISE recorded in total. However, the potential is always there and we will
be continuing to monitor the area when the weather permits.

Autumn is now well and truly here and autumn migration is in full swing. After a good start with BARRED WAR-
BLER, COMMON ROSEFINCH, GARDEN WARBLER and plenty of WILLOW WARBLER around the island,
things have gone a little quiet with the westerly winds. However, there is still plenty of time for that ‘biggie’ to
arrive so do keep your eyes peeled for something out of the ordinary on your bird feeders or in your gardens!

GREY SEAL numbers are starting to increase with big gatherings of animals
around Start Island and along the north coast. This is in preparation for pupping
and breeding season and before long the breeding adults will disperse off to the
pupping beaches. Sealcam will once again be running (hoping for a launch date
around October 10th) and we have fingers crossed for another successful sea-
son without too many big storms to put the young pups in danger. If you do find
a seal that you have any concerns about (perhaps it is on it’s own, looks skinny
oris in an unusual place), please do contact me straight away and we will
“& come out to check. On that note, a recent check we did of a

young Grey Seal (she was ﬂne) which was tagged, turned out to be an animal which " \ebes’

S
had swum here from the Netherlands after receiving treatment earlier this one se2 P
year! You just never know what is going to turn up here! 6\565 0 oW
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For urgent calls regarding injured wildlife or stranded marine mammals
Tel: 07496 011705 (call or text)

(@Mﬁ) For further information, queries or to book an event please contact:
o Tel: 07496 011705
v ) Email: ranger@sandaydevelopmenttrust.org.uk
Dualchas Nadair na h-Alba Facebook: www.facebook.com/SandayRanger
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Sanday Development Trust

Thursday 4th October - 11am to 12.30pm - Birdwatching with the Ranger
[tQtime for our weekly birdwatching session around Sanday. a 9 9 ¢Y | SNA G 3S
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Tuesday 9th October - 7.30pm to 9pm - An Evening with Grey Seals
An informative indoor workshop on the life of a Grey Seal. When do they breed? How long do they live? What
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Thursday 11th October - 11am to 12.30pm - Birdwatching with the Ranger
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Thursday 18th October - 11am to 12.30pm - Birdwatching with the Ranger
@ ItQ time for our weekly birdwatching session around Sanday. a 99 ¢Y | SNA Gl 38
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Saturday 20th October - 2pm to 4pm - Seal Pup Walk
Our first walk of the season to our seal pup colony at Spur Ness. Wrap up warm and wear sturdy, waterproof
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Thursday 25th October - 11am to 12.30pm - Birdwatching with the Ranger
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Saturday 27th October - 2pm to 4pm - Seal Pup Walk
Another trip to our seal pup colony at Spur Ness. To see how the pups are fairing Wrap up warm and wear stur-
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Thursday 1st November - 11am to 12.30pm - Birdwatching with the Ranger
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Thursday 8th November - 11am to 12.30pm - Birdwatching with the Ranger
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Saturday 10th November - 1pm to 3pm - Seal Pup Walk
Another trip to our seal pup colony at Spur Ness. To see how the pups are fairing Wrap up warm and wear stur-
dy, waterproof boots. Don®@forget your cameras!a 9 9 ¢Y [ 23K CSNNE ¢SNXAYI §
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Thursday 6th December - 11am to 12.30pm - Birdwatching with the Ranger
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Saturday 8th December - 11am to 1pm - Seal Pup Walk
A later season trip to our seal pup colony at Spur Ness. To see how the pups are fairing Wrap up warm and
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Friday 21st December - All Day - Winter Solstice Bird Race
How many species of bird can you see on the shortest day? Join me for a light-hearted but competitive race to
see who can find the most species! Score sheets available from Heilsa Fjold from 1stDec.a 9 9 ¢ Y
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&/ For further information, queries or to book an event please contact:
Tel: 07496 011705 (24 hour voicemail)

Bk ot st Email: ranger@sandaydevelopmenttrust.org.uk Facebook: www.facebook.com/SandayRanger




